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Ex-Contras Allege
Cover-Up

s Say CIA
Behind
. Orders

By Sandra Peddie
and Brian Donovan
Newaday Staff Correspondents

San Joss, Costa Rica — Two former
contra leaders have accused the CIA of

¥-ontinued from Page 5
bodiss were taken out of the plane and
burned, some of them twice. :
Most other cal evidence had
been removed or yed by the time
Costa Rican investigators arrived, and
some bodies were removed from the
crash scene by an unidentified helicop-
ter, witnesses told Costa Rican police
investigators. . .
The statements by Pastora and
Prado — combined with new informa.
tion from Angel Edmundo Solano,
Costa Rica’s security minister at the
time of the crash — represent the
strongest indication to date that
American deaths in the Nicarsguan
war have besn covered up by the U.S.

ordering a gruesome covet-up &cheme
that some Costa Ricans say apparently
concealed several American deaths in
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the contra war.

The incident involves the crash three
years ago of a U.S. government-owned
cargo plane during a covert mission to
supply a contra army operating in
northern Costa Rica. All seven men
aboard were apparently killed.

In interviews with Newaday, the for-

STAT | mer commander of that army,
his top lieutenant, Caro)
0, said that Central Intelligence
Agency officials directed them to muti-

late the corpees of the crash victims.

The C1lA’s orders, they said, included
removing the jawbones and testh of the
dead men. "It wasinhumane,” said Pas-
tora, who would not discuss the matter
in detail.

He and Prado, however, did identify
two CIA officials then stationed here —
including the CIA station chief — who
they said gave their group the order to
mutilate the bodies.

Costa Rican authorities say that Pas-
tora’s guerrillas were the first to reach
the wreckage of the DC-3, which
crashed March 24, 1984, in the jungle &
few miles from the Ni border.
According to Costa Rican officials, the

i public knowledge,
Costa Rican press at the time that his

contra sources said

at least one Ameri-

-

reported that seven

. crew members died, four of them
Rican
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